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WLCH intends to use the requested records to benefit the general public by sharing the 

records with interested residents and community groups, and by making the records available 

for public inspection.  WLCH intends to analyze and disclose relevant portions of the 

information received to our clients, representatives and members of the District of Columbia 

Government, the federal government, and the general public.  This information will be used to 

analyze the suitability of the proposed location for the new Ward 5 family shelter.  This 

increased access to the records will allow more informed community feedback about the 

Facility and its potential impact on future residents that would be located in the proposed 

Ward 5 family shelter.   

WLCH hereby requests that EPA waive all fees associated with responding to this request.  If 

EPA does not waive the fees entirely, WLCH requests that it reduce them to the extent 

possible.  As required for a FOIA fee waiver, under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii), disclosure of 

the information requested is: (1) in the public interest because it is likely to contribute 

significantly to public understanding of the operations and activities of the Facility and the 

suitability of the proposed Ward 5 family shelter, and (2) not in the commercial interest of 

WLCH or its clients.  As described below, WLCH and this request for records meet FOIA’s 

requirements for a fee waiver, as well as the five factors that EPA uses to review fee waiver 

requests under FOIA, at 40 C.F.R. § 2.107(l). 

1. The request concerns the operations or activities of the federal government.  The 

requested records concern the operations and activities of EPA’s Region 3 office, an 

agency of the federal government.  In particular, the requested records relate to 

permitting, compliance, and enforcement actions taken by EPA Region 3 with respect to 

the Facility. 

2. The disclosure is “likely to contribute” to an understanding of federal government 

operations and activities.  The requested records relate to EPA’s and/or the D.C. 

Government’s permitting of the WMATA Facility. 

3. The information will contribute to an understanding of the general public.  The requested 

records are likely to contribute to an understanding of the compliance, permitting, and 

enforcement status of the Facility.  This information in turn will contribute to an 

understanding and ability to analyze the potential impact of the Facility on future residents 

of the proposed Ward 5 family shelter.  Thus, the information will contribute to the 

understanding of the current residents living near the Facility, as well as members of the 

public and potentially impacted parties that have an interest or stake in the siting and 

construction of the Ward 5 family shelter. 

4. The information will contribute significantly to public understanding of government 

operations or activities.  The requested records relate to EPA’s and/or the D.C. 

Government’s permitting of the WMATA Facility, including the Facility’s environmental 

impacts. 

5. The requester does not have a commercial interest that would be furthered by the 

requested disclosure.  WLCH is a 30-year-old nonprofit, tax-exempt organization 

dedicated to providing free, comprehensive legal services to low- and no-income 

individuals and families throughout the District of Columbia.  WLCH provides services to 

help their clients gain access to housing, shelter, and life-saving services.  WLCH does 

not have a commercial interest that would be furthered by the requested disclosure. 




